Ephesians on the Air: The Victory Garden
Ephesians 3:14-19
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WAR GARDENS

Victory Garden. When | say those two words | |
many of you think about the movement during Wo
War | and Il to help reduce the pressure on thdipu
food supply. In order to help the war effort yoerey s
encouraged to plant a victory garden. | have stv@®
pictures of the posters promoting the victory gasdel = ?
read that 20 million families decided to get invaxdvand

vegetables were grown in victory gardens.

| am curious did any of your families have a vigtc
garden?

This morning | am going to be referring to “TF
Victory Garden”. This victory garden is not froret
war, instead it from the Public Broadcast Studidse
any of you familiar with the show? Currently itsaion
Saturday mornings at 8:30.
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name of this great city where Geor¢ « e S
Covintree and | went to seminary™ ‘\
Boston.
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| am now in the middle and Sermcg w ol .. i EagE
series. | am calling this seri B o0}
“Ephesians on the Air". Each week.'?g.ﬂ.ﬂ_ ":".J '_‘"
take a television show and use it 10 T




illustrate a theme within Ephesians. Thus todalisw is “The Victory
Garden”.

The connection came quick as | was reading thrahgh3rd chapter in
Ephesians. There are many different translatidrtbe bible. Pick up the
bible in the pew rack and you will find the (Berkle Revised Standard
Version, Beverly Hills — Today’s English Version).like reading from the
New Living Translation.

Let me read verse 17 from th Gurdening EV'CTORY
translation. IR Ni-GARDEN |

“And | pray that Christ will be
more and more at home in yo
hearts as you trust in him. Ma
your roots go down deep into t
soil of God’s marvelous love.”

pbs.org/victorygarden

How can you not think of gardenin
when you hear those words!

| confess that | am not the gardener
our family. Elizabeth is the one wh
loves to garden. She is in fact a Mas
Gardener as certified by the Michigan State ExtansiShe will be going to
Lansing this Friday for a day long event she callant school”.

Though not an expert | have watched Elizabeth a$ age“The Victory

Garden” enough times to know some fundamental ghedgput gardening.
These same concepts for working _a
garden can also apply to our fait
Following some basic gardening tif
can help our “roots go deep down in
the soil of God’s love”.

The first step for a successful garde
to prepare the soil. This is the hardg¢
part. If there is grass, you have
remove that. Weeds and all other plé
life also needs to be removed. Once
that is gone, you then have to break up



the dirt. Doing this by hand is tough
work. Thank goodness for Roto-tilers!

To prepare our hearts for God we have
to weed out those thing in our life that
lead us away from God. There may be
habits that we are comfortable doing,
people we have been with for years,
that may have to be dropped. This is
not easy. Some may desire the
outcome of a fruitful life, but lack the

resolve to do what needs to be done.

Now | am not saying God can’t work with a persoattis confused, torn or
struggling. Plants can grow in some pretty baddd@mns. God’s love can
penetrate any barrier. It's a whole lot more dffecif we do our part to
break up the soil.

When breaking up soil it's great to have horsepoateour service. When
preparing your soul for God the church can offer éixtra horsepower you
need to get the job done. Sure you can do it alboe with the love,
encouragement and support of the church, it becomuefi more doable.

The fellowship within the church also helps us witle second phase of
gardening. | would just call this weeding. Thalsat plant gardens know
how persistent weeds can be. You can put down iclaésnyou can put
down mulch, but they always seem to come through.

If you leave your garden
unattended for an extended
period of time, you will find
your garden overgrown with
weeds. The best practice is
to walk through every couple
of days and pull the weeds
when you see them.

As we take root in God, there
are forces that will try to
stunt our growth. These



“weeds” do their best to divert our attention amd passion away from God.
This can be any number of vices, it could be otliees do not have a
relationship with God, or it could just be a wondlest for something more
exciting.

If we are not vigilant, we may find ourselves rabte a soil that is not God.
At its best, the church offers a fellowship of miduals that watch out for
one another. When we see someone in the weedsheow#d do what we
can to help that person see where they are andradfe to get them ouit.

The challenge is to do this in a delicate and caway. If you go into a
garden and just start pulling things, you might apcpulling up some of the
good plants. If we are aggressive in calling dwa $in of others, we risk
having those brothers and sisters leave the faith.

Now sometimes we may be the ones in the weedsanealize it. It's one
thing to share our concerns with someone else dtite another to be able
to receive concerns voiced by others. If we ara@lehged, the goal is to
hear what is being said and reflect, rather thardgkensive and angry.

Last week | mentioned a
book by Bishop Schanase,
Five Practices of Fruitful

Congregations Last week

| talked about Radical
Hospitality. One of the
other practices IS
“Intentional Faith

Development”. Within this

practice Bishop Shanase
lists small groups as one
way this is carried out.

For years we have talked in the church about tinefite of being in a small
group. Some churches have really run with thiscephwhile others have
not. One result of being in a trusted group ivaotability. When folks see
a member venturing into the weeds, they can calf tut. They can keep
checking in to make sure their friend is on thétigath.



First there is preparing the soil. Next
there is the ongoing care and
weeding. Finally there is the
harvesting. The joy of gardening is
being able to see fruit of your labor.
If you are growing fruits or
vegetables, you literally get to taste
the results of your toil.

When we have our roots in God’s soil, we
too will be able to experience the sweetness
of the harvest. Paul looked at it one way
when he talked about the fruits of the
Spirit. With God’s Holy Spirit in us we can
practice love, joy peace patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self
control. Paul believed others should be
able to see this fruit in us by the way we
treated others and cared for ourselves.

There is another fruit we receive when we are atethe soil of God’s
love. This is what we Christians call salvatiomhis means we are freed
from the power of sin and when we die we will haieory over death.

How freeing it is to know God loves you. You dohdve to let evil control
you. You can stand up for yourself because God\vet you're special.
And death, though not encouraged, is not sometioihg feared.

Right now | am reading a book by Brian
McLaren. He states in the book that for years
the primary message of the church, especially
the evangelical church, has been to save
oneself from hell by believing in Christ. He
believes this focus on the afterlife was not the
major concern of Jesus. Mr. McLaren
believes a focus on building God’s kingdom
here and now is more in keeping with what
Jesus was about.



| agree with Mr. McLaren 100%. Having said thHaiw wonderful it is to

know we have something better to look forward t@wlour time is done on
earth. When we prepare ourselves and put our moms5od’s soil. When

we do our best to stay free of the weeds, we wiblegience the joy of the
harvest. That fruit is for us now as well as witas time to come home.

| began talking about “The Victory Garden”. | abolsy sharing a verse from
our closing hymn.

| heard about a mansion he has built for me inyglo

And | heard about the streets of Gold beyond tiistal sea;
About the angels singing and the old redemptioryst

And some sweet day I'll sing up there the songictory.

O victory in Jesus, my savior forever!

He sought me and bought me with his redeemingdyloo
He loved me ere | knew him, and all me love is dime;
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansinggdflo



